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Flying_in and out of Cambodia

| landed in Hong Kong at 10.30pm of 19th Dec, 2021, and after
all the formalities, | was delivered to the quarantine hotel at
4am!

When | left Hong Kong in the midst of pandemic on 8th Sept
2020, (under a tight pandemic precaution to Phnom Penh via
Seoul, a long 10-hour journey) no one would have predicted that
it would be 15 months before a window opportunity presented
itself for me to fly direct back to Hong Kong. | kept thinking to
myself: This was like war time travel.

So | remember in December 1994, Josephine and | made our first
trip back to Hong Kong after our first 5 months in Battambang
province, near the Thai-Cambodian border, very much still in
guerilla warfare then. There were only 2 or 3 direct flights
between Phnom Penh and Hong Kong per week. A youth group
from our mother church waved a big banner to welcome us at
Kai Tak Airport.
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| remember on 8th July, 1997, after a short internal war mostly in urban Phnom Penh and with the
Phnom Penh airport facilities destroyed, we were flown out on an army transport plane under
“assisted departure” to Butterworth, Malaysia, stayed one night in Penang and flew back to Hong
Kong on hastily bought one-way tickets. We landed safely at Kai Tak Airport on my birthday!
And | remember the return flight to Cambodia on 3lst July 1997 was as adventurous. | flew by
commercial plane to transit in Ho Chi Minh city and then on a smaller propeller plane to Phnom
Penh, landing at the Phnom Penh airport still without air traffic control.
Therefore, | thank God that He protected us from dangers in war-time. Yet my immense gratitude to
Him was for the easy peacetime travel between Phnom Penh and Hong Kong from 1998 to 2019 and
for His help to me in managing time well for both serving in Cambodia and taking care of my
mother (and Josephine taking care of his father).
From 2009, my mother health deteriorated and gradually lost memory. By 2013, she required elderly
home care and eventually tube-feeding. She often suffered from aspiration pneumonia. And
amazingly, with every serious episode, | was either in Hong Kong or on the way back from Phnom
Penh. One time, | was actually going to Phnom  Penh airport to depart to Hong Kong when her
consultant doctor rang to say she was developing pneumonia. It was like she knew | was going back
to see her!
Father God was merciful to bring my mother home to Him in November 2019, just when Covid-19 was
beginning to loom over the whole earth. He was merciful to see that we were in Hong Kong to be
with her in her final days and hours.
This is part of my covid 21-day quarantine time reflection.

Andrew Kwong

January 2022
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